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Mr. Tate’s record of service to our commu-

nity is exceptional. He has served in numer-
ous civic and industry positions including on 
the Farm Service Agency Community Com-
mittee, Madison County Farmers Federation 
Board of Directors, Alabama Farmers Federa-
tion Cotton Committee, U.S. Department of 
Agriculture Cotton Board, Alabama Cotton 
Commission, and Madison County YMCA 
Board of Directors, just to name a few. As a 
member of Flint River Baptist Church, Mr. 
Tate has served as a Sunday School Teacher, 
Deacon, Trustee, and Deacon Emeritus, 
among others. Mr. Tate has set a fine exam-
ple for others in our community to follow. 

In closing, I would like to thank Mr. Tate for 
his contributions to our community, and wish 
him a very happy 90th birthday. 
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*IN RECOGNITION OF TOM MCCOY, 
PH.D. 

HON. MICHAEL C. BURGESS 
OF TEXAS 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Monday, February 26, 2018 

Mr. BURGESS. Mr. Speaker, I rise today to 
pay tribute to Tom McCoy, Ph.D., Vice Presi-
dent of Research and Innovation, as he retires 
from his position at the University of North 
Texas. 

Dr. McCoy joined UNT from his role as Vice 
President for Research, Creativity and Tech-
nology Transfer at Montana State University in 
July 2013 where he had previously helped 
MSU reach Carnegie Tier One research sta-
tus. In assuming the role at UNT, Dr. McCoy 
was charged with similar expansion of the uni-
versity’s growth, breadth and impact in re-
search toward the Tier One status here in 
Texas. Ultimately, UNT was announced as 
reaching the classification in February 2016. 

Additionally, Dr. McCoy ably led UNT’s path 
forward with the development of the 2017– 
2022 Strategic Plan for Research which was 
approved by the President and submitted to 
the Texas Higher Education Coordinating 
Board. This was accomplished, along with 
continued efforts on organization and funding 
related to the four Institutes of Research Ex-
cellence; pursuit of partnerships involving the 
Army Research Lab and also Denton Munic-
ipal Electric; recruitment of targeted research 
faculty; review of grant management proc-
esses; and review and allocation of research 
facilities and related processes. 

I have personally appreciated Dr. McCoy’s 
direct involvement and assistance with the An-
nual Energy Efficiency Summit held each July 
at UNT’s Discovery Park and the educational 
opportunity it affords the Constituents of the 
26th Congressional District and the showcase 
it provides of UNT’s facilities and research ef-
forts. I wish both he and his wife Shari much 
happiness in their retirement plans. I have 
been honored to represent them during their 
time as residents in Texas. 

IN RECOGNITION OF ROBERT J. 
WASTE 

HON. DORIS O. MATSUI 
OF CALIFORNIA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Monday, February 26, 2018 

Ms. MATSUI. Mr. Speaker, I rise today in 
recognition of Mr. Robert J. Waste on the oc-
casion of his retirement as Director of UC 
Davis Health’s Government and Community 
Relations Program. I ask my colleagues to join 
me in honoring Mr. Waste for his leadership 
and commitment to UC Davis Health, as well 
as for his dedication to the strength of the 
greater Sacramento region. 

Since joining UC Davis Health (UCDH) eight 
years ago, Mr. Waste has been instrumental 
in building the Government and Community 
Relations Program into what it is today. His 
leadership has led to such revolutionary 
projects as the creation of the UCDH Infant 
Cord Blood Banking Program, the Burn Out-
come Research Institute, and the UCDH Cen-
ter for Behavioral Health Excellence—the 
multi-year Mental Health Collaborative that re-
sulted in strengthening Sacramento County 
crisis mental health services. 

In addition to his work in UC Davis Health’s 
Government and Community Relations Pro-
gram, Mr. Waste has also been an active 
member of the Sacramento community. Mr. 
Waste’s experience includes service as chair 
and member of the City of Sacramento Plan-
ning Commission, membership on the Sac-
ramento Heritage Board, and chair of the City 
of Sacramento Campaign Reform Commis-
sion. 

Mr. Speaker, it gives me great pleasure to 
pay tribute to Mr. Robert Waste, outgoing Di-
rector of UC Davis Health’s Government and 
Community Relations Program, as his friends 
and colleagues celebrate his well-earned re-
tirement. I ask all my colleagues to join me in 
honoring his tenacity and dedication on behalf 
of the Government and Community Relations 
Program, as well as his dedication to the Sac-
ramento region. 
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RECOGNIZING THOMAS HOWARD 

HON. RODNEY DAVIS 
OF ILLINOIS 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Monday, February 26, 2018 

Mr. RODNEY DAVIS of Illinois. Mr. Speak-
er, I rise today to recognize and congratulate 
Thomas Howard for achieving the rank of 
Eagle Scout. 

The son of Bob and Susan, Thomas is a 
sophomore at Bishop O’Connell High School 
in Arlington, VA. Thomas has been an active 
member of Cub Scout Pack 194 and Boy 
Scout Troop 648. He is an active leader on 
the local and national level, most notably serv-
ing as Patrol Leader at the National Jam-
boree. He currently serves as Junior Assistant 
Scout Master for his Troop. 

For Thomas’ Eagle Service Project, he led 
a team of scouts, friends, and adults to create 
thirty-seven, 2x3′ environmental awareness 
poster puzzles for the Fairfax County Park Au-
thority and invested over two-hundred and thir-
ty-four service hours. With his dedication and 
leadership, every Park Authority building in the 

county now has access to these learning 
tools. 

In addition to scouting, Thomas is an altar 
server at St. Thomas More Cathedral, a Na-
tional SeaPerch competitor, and Mission Man-
ager for Bishop O’Connell’s ThinSat satellite 
program. 

I am honored to recognize Thomas for his 
achievement and wish him all the best in his 
continuing education. 
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RECOGNIZING WORLD HEARING 
DAY 2018 

HON. DAVID B. McKINLEY 
OF WEST VIRGINIA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Monday, February 26, 2018 

Mr. MCKINLEY. Mr. Speaker, as Co-Chair of 
the Congressional Hearing Healthcare Cau-
cus, I rise today to recognize World Hearing 
Day, which is held on March 3rd of each year 
to provide awareness focused on the impor-
tance of hearing preservation, hearing loss 
identification, and treatment. This day, found-
ed by the World Health Organization, moves 
the needle as it relates to hearing healthcare 
in the United States. 

Hearing plays a critical role in one’s quality 
of life and personal safety. We rely on hearing 
to feel connected to the world around us. Over 
37 million adults in America suffer from hear-
ing loss, and we’re . seeing a growing number 
of children as well. Hearing loss has been tied 
to depression, economic hardship, and under-
lying medical conditions. Hearing aids are a 
proven method of rehabilitation for the majority 
of those who have lost their ability to hear. Yet 
just 30 percent of those who could be helped 
by hearing aids use them. 

That’s why I joined my colleague from Cali-
fornia, Mr. THOMPSON, in introducing H. Res. 
740, which expresses support for the designa-
tion of March 3rd as World Hearing Day, and 
recognizes the importance of hearing loss pre-
vention and hearing healthcare access. I en-
courage my colleagues in the House to co- 
sponsor this resolution, and encourage all 
Americans to take appropriate steps to protect 
their hearing. 
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RECOGNIZING CHARMAINE KELLY 

HON. THEODORE E. DEUTCH 
OF FLORIDA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Monday, February 26, 2018 

Mr. DEUTCH. Mr. Speaker, today I rise in 
recognition of the accomplishments and the 
public service record of Palm Beach County’s 
Chief Deputy Supervisor of Elections, 
Charmaine Kelly. 

Ms. Kelly began her career with the Super-
visor of Elections office as an election day 
worker, her earnings donated to a local charity 
in which she was active. 

Noticing the talent and excitement of this 
young volunteer, the Supervisor of Elections 
office recruited her to work part-time, and then 
full-time, as an elections specialist. That was 
35 years ago. 

Ms. Kelly oversaw voting and voter registra-
tion in Palm Beach County, the third largest 
county in Florida and the 28th most populous 
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